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A HISTORY
OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

CHAPTER I
COMMON UNDERTAKINGS

THERE had been some noteworthy passages in the
reports which Colonel Francis Nicholson sent to the
government at home when he was first governor of
Virginia (1690); for he studied his duties in those days
with wide-open eyes, and had sometimes written of
what he saw with a very statesmanlike breadth and
insight. It was very noteworthy, among other things,
that he had urged a defensive confederation of the
colonies against the French and Indians, under the
leadership of Virginia, the most loyal of the colonies.
He had made it his business to find out what means of
defence and whai effective military force there were
in the other colonies, particularly in those at the north,
conferring with their authorities with regard to these
matters in person when he could not get the information
he wished by deputy. The King and his ministers in
England saw very clearly, when they read his careful
despatches, that they could not wisely act upon such
suggestions yet; but they knew that what Colonel
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A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Nicholson thus openly and definitely advised was what
must occur to the mind of every thought{ul and obser-
vant man who was given a post of authority and guid-
ance in the colonies, whether he thought it wise to
advise action in the matter or not. It was evident,
indeed, even to some who were not deemed thoughtful
at all. Even the heedless, negligent Lord Culpeper,
little as he really cared for the government he had been
set to conduct, had suggested eight years ago that all
questions of war and peace in the colonies should be
submitted for final decision to the governor and coun-
cil of Virginia, where it might be expected that the
King’s interests would be loyally looked after and safe-
guarded.

No doubt the colonies would have objected to and
resisted such an arrangement with a very hot resent-
ment, and no one in authority in London dreamed for
a moment of taking either Lord Culpeper’s or Colonel
Nicholson’s advice in the matter; but it was none the
less obvious that the King and his officers must con-
trive some way, if they could, by which they might use
the colonies as a single power against the French in
America, if England was indeed to make and keep an
empire there. If King James, who leaned upon France
as an ally and prayed for the dominion of the Church
of Rome, had seen this, it was not likely that William
of Orange, who was the arch-enemy of France and the
champion of Protestantism against Rome, would over-
look it. He was no sooner on the throne than England
was plunged into a long eight years’ war with the French.
And so it happened that the colonies seemed to reap
little advantage from the “glorious revolution” which
had put out a tyrant and brought in a constitutional

2



COMMON UNDERTAKINGS

King. William of Orange, it presently appeared, meant
to unite groups of colonies under the authority of a
single royal governor, particularly at the north, where
the French power lay, as James before him1 had done;
giving to the governors of the principal colonies the
right to command the military forces of the colonies
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about them even if he gave them no other large gift of
power. He did more than James had done. Being a
statesman and knowing the value of systematic admin-
istration, he did systematically what James had done
loosely and without consistent plan. The Board of
Trade and Plantations, which he organized to oversee
and direct the government of the colonies, did more to
keep their affairs under the eye and hand of the King
3
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than any group of James’s ministers had been able to
do. The great Dutch King was determined to wield
England and her possessions as a single imperial power
in the game of politics he was playing in Europe.

The French power, which he chiefly feared, had really
grown very menacing in America; was growing more
so every year; and must very soon indeed be faced and
overcome, if the English were not to be shut in to a
narrow seaboard, or ousted altogether. It was not a
question of numbers. It was a question of territorial ag-
grandizement, rather, and strategic advantage. Prob-
ably there were not more than twelve thousand French-
men, all told, in America when William became King
(1689); whereas his own subjects swarmed there full
two hundred thousand strong, and were multiplying
by the tens of thousands from decade to decade. But
the French were building military posts at every strategic
point as they went, while the English were building
nothing but rural homes and open villages. Witk
the French it did not seem a matter of settlement; it
seemed a matter of conquest, rather, and of military
occupation. They were guarding trade routes and
making sure of points of advantage. The English
way was the more wholesome and the more vital. A
hardy, self-dependent, crowding people like the English
in Massachusetts and Virginia, and the Dutch in New
York, took root wherever they went, spread into real
communities, and were not likely to be got rid of when
once their number had run into the thousands. Their
independence, too, and their capable way of managing
their own affairs without asking or wanting or getting
any assistance from government, made them as hard
to handle as if they had been themselves an established
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continental power. But the French had an advantage,
nevertheless, which was not to be despised. They
moved as they were ordered to move by an active and
watchful government which was in the thick of critical
happenings where policies were made, and which meant
to cramp the English, if it could not actually get rid
of them. They extended and organized the military
power of France as they went; and they were steadily
girdling the English about with a chain of posts and

NEW ORLEANS IN I7IQ

settlements which bade fair to keep all the northern
and western regions of the great continent for the King
of France, from the mouth of the St. Lawrence round
about, two thousand miles, to the outlets of the Mis-
sissippi at the Guilf.

Their movement along the great rivers and the lakes
had been very slow at first; but it had quickened from
generation to generation, and was now rapid enough
to fix the attention of any man who could hear news
and had his eyes abroad upon what was happening
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about him. Jacques Cartier had explored the noble
river St. Lawrence for his royal master of France a
long century and a half ago, in the far year 1533, fifty
years before the English so much as attempted a settle-
ment. But it was not until 1608, the year after James-
town was begun, that Samuel de Champlain established
the first permanent French settlement, at Quebec, and
there were still but two hundred lonely settlers there
when nearly thirty years more had gone by (1636).
It was the quick growth and systematic explorations
of the latter part of the century that made the English
uneasy. The twelve thousand Frenchmen who were
busy at the work of occupation when William of Orange
became King had not confined themselves to the settle-
ments long ago made in the Bay of Fundy and at Mon-
treal, Quebec, and Tadousac, where the great river of
the north broadened to the sea. They had carried their
boats across from the upper waters of the Ottawa to
the open reaches of Lake Huron; had penetrated thence
to Lake Michigan, and even to the farthest shores of
Lake Superior, establishing forts and trading posts
as they advanced. They had crossed from Green Bay
in Lake Michigan to the waters of the Wisconsin River,
and had passed by that easy way into the Mississippi
itself. That stout-hearted pioneer Pére Marquette had
descended the Father of Waters past the Ohio to the
outlet of the Arkansas (1673); and Robert La Salle
had followed him and gone all the long way to the
spreading mouths of the vast river and the gates of
the Gulf (1682), not by way of the Wisconsin, but by
crossing from the southern end of Lake Michigan to
the stream of the Illinois, and passing by that way to
the Mississippi.
6
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And so the lakes and the western rivers and the Mis-
sissippi itself saw the French; and French posts sprang
up upon their shores to mark the sovereignty of the

N
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King of France. Frenchmen easily enough learned

the ways of the wilderness and became the familiars of

the Indians in their camips and wigwams; and they

showed themselves of every kind,—some rough and
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lawless rovers, only too glad to throw off the restraints
of the orderly life to which they had been bred and live
as they pleased in the deep, secluded forests, trading
without license, seeking adventure, finding a way for
the civilization which was to follow them, but them-
selves anxious to escape it; others regular traders, who
kept their hold upon the settlements behind them and
submitted when they were obliged to official exactions
at Montreal ; some intrepid priests, who preached salva-
tion and the dominion of France among the dusky
tribes, and lived or died with a like fortitude and devotion,
never willingly quitting their sacred task or letting go
their hold upon the hearts of the savage men they had
come to enlighten and subdue; some hardy captains
with little companies of drilled men-at-arms from the
fields of France:=at the front indomitable explorers, far
in the rear timid farmers clearing spaces in the silent
woodland for their scanty crops, and little towns slowly
growing within their walls where the river broadened
to the sea.

This stealthy power which crept so steadily south-
ward and westward at the back of the English settle-
ments upon the coast was held at arm’s-length through-
out that quiet age of beginnings, not by the English,
but by a power within the forests, the power of the great
confederated Iroquois tribes, who made good their
mastery between the Hudson and the lakes : the Senecas,
Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneidas, and Mohawks. They
were stronger, fiercer, more constant and indomitable,
more capable every way, than the tribes amidst whom
the French moved; and Champlain had unwittingly
made them the enemies of the French forever. Long,
long ago, in the year 1609, which white men had for-
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gotten, he had done what the Iroquois never forgot or
forgave. He had come with their sworn foes, the Algon-
quins, to the shores of that lake by the sources of the
Hudson which the palefaces ever afterwards called by
his name, and had there used the dread fire-arms of
the white men, of which they had never heard hefore,
to work the utter ruin of the Mohawks in battle. They
were always and everywhere ready after that fatal day
to be any man’s ally, whether Dutch or English, against
the hated French; and the French found it necessary
to keep at the back of the broad forests which stretched
from the eastern Lakes to the Hudson and the Delaware,
the wide empire of these dusky foes, astute, implacable.
They skirted the domains of the Iroquois when they
were prudent, and passed inland by the lakes and the
valley of the Mississippi.

But, though they kept their distance, they advanced
their power. The colonists in New England had been
uneasy because of their unwelcome neighborhood from
the first. Once and again there had been actual collisions
and a petty warfare. But until William of Orange
made England a party to the great war of the Protestant
powers against Louis XIV. few men had seen what the
struggle between French and English held in store for
America. The English colonies had grewn back not a
little way from the sea, steadily pushed farther and far-
ther into the thick-set forests which lay upon the broad
valleys and rising slopes of the interior by mere increase
of people and drift of enterprise. Before the seven-
teenth century was ont adventurous English traders
had crossed the Alleghenies, had launched their canoes
upon the waters of the Ohio, and were fixing their huts
here and there within the vast wilderness as men do

9
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who mean tostay. Colonel Dongan, the Duke’s governor
in New York (1683), like many another officer whose
duties made him alert to watch the humors and keep
the friendship of the Iroquois, the masters of the northern
border, had been quick to see how “inconvenient to the
English” it was to have French settlements “running
all along from our lakes by the back of Virginia and
Carolina to the Bay of Mexico.” There was keen rivalry
in trade, and had been these many years, between the
men of the English and Dutch colonies and the men of
the French for the profitable trade in furs which had its
heart at the north; and it was already possible for those
who knew the forest commerce to reason right shrewdly
of the future, knowing, as they did, that the English
gave better goods and dealt more fairly for the furs
than the French, and that many of the very French-
men who ranged the forests in search of gain them-
selves preferred to send what they had to Albany for
sale. But, except for a few lonely villages in far-away
Maine, there was nowhere any close contact between
French and English in America. Few, except traders
and thoughtful governors and border villagers, who
feared the tribes whom the French incited to attack and
massacre, knew what France did or was planning.
King William’s War (1689-1697), with its eight years
of conscious peril, set new thoughts astir. It made
America part of the stage upon which the great European
conflict between French and English was to be fought
out; and immediately a sort of continental air began to
blow through colonial affairs. Colonial interests began
to seem less local, more like interests held in common,
and the colonies began to think of themselves as part
of an empire. They had no great part in the war, it
10
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is true. Hale Sir William Phips, that frank seaman
adventurer, led an expedition against Acadia in 1690,
took Port Royal, and stripped the province of all that
could be brought away; but that had hardly had the
dignity of formal war. He had chiefly relished the
private gain got out of it as a pleasant reminder of that
day of fortune when he had found the Spanish treasure-
ship sunk upon a reef in far Hispaniola. His second
expedition, made the same year against Quebec, no
doubt smacked more of the regular business, for he
undertook it as an accredited officer of the crown; but
when it failed it is likely he thought more of the pri-
vate moneys subscribed and lost upon it than of the
defeat of the royal arms. There was here the irrita-
tion, rather than the zest, of great matters, and the
colonial leaders were not becoming European states-
men of a sudden. Their local affairs were still of more
concern to them than the policies of European courts.
Nevertheless the war made a beginning of common un-
dertakings. The colonies were a little drawn together,
a little put in mind of matters larger than their own.
New York felt herself no less concerned than Massachu-
setts and Maine in the contest with the French, with its
inevitable accompaniment of trouble with the Indians;
and Jacob Leisler, plebeian and self-constituted governor
though he was, had made bold to take the initiative
in forming plans for the war. Count Louis de Fron-
tenac had been made governor of New France the very
year William established himself as king in England
(1689), and had come instructed, as every Englishman
in America presently heard rumor say, to attack the
English settlements at their very heart,—at New York
itself. It was this rumor that had made Leisler hasten
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to seize the government in King William’s name, seeing
King James’s governor hesitate, and hearing it cried
in the streets that the French were in the very Bay.
He had thought it not impossible that James’s officers
might prove traitors and friends of King Louis in that
last moment of their power. And then, when the govern-
ment was in his hands, this people’s governor called a

AN EARLY VIEW OF QUEBEC

conference of the colonies to determine what should be
done for the common defence. Massachusetts, Plym-
outh, and Connecticut responded, and sent agents to
the conference (1690), the first of its kind since America
was settled. It was agreed to attempt the conquest of
New France. Sir William Phips should lead an ex-
pedition by sea against Quebec; and another force
should go by land out of Connecticut and New York
12
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to attack Montreal, the only other stronghold, taking
their Iroquois allies with them. But the land expedition
was every way unfortunate, and got no farther than
Lake Champlain. Frontenac was able to devote all
his strength to the defence of Quebec; and Sir William
Phips came back whipped and empty-handed. The
first effort at a common undertaking had utterly mis-
carried.

But that was not the end of the war. Its fires burned
hot in the forests. Frontenac prosecuted the ugly bus-
iness to the end as he had begun it. He had begun,
not by sending a fleet to New York, for he had none to
send, but by sending his Indian allies to a sudden at-
tack and savage massacre at Schenectady, where sixty
persons, men and women, old and young, saw swift
and fearful death (1689); and year by year the same
hideous acts of barbarous war were repeated,—not al-
ways upon the far-away border, but sometimes at the
very heart of the teeming colony,—once (1697) at Haver-
hill, not thirty-five miles out of Boston itself. Such a
war was not likely to be forgot in the northern colonies,
at any rate, and in New York. Its memories were bitten
into the hearts of the colonists there as with the searings
of a hot iron; and they knew that the French must be
overcome before there could be any lasting peace, or
room enough made for English growth in the forests.

They would rather have turned their thoughts to
other things. There were home matters of deep moment
which they were uneasy to settle. But these larger
matters, of England’s place and power in the world,
dominated them whether they would or no. King
William’s War was but the forerunner of many more, of
the same meaning and portent. Wars vexed and dis-
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ciplined them for half
a century, and their
separate interests had
often to stand neglect-
ed for years together
in order that their
common interests and
the interests of Eng-
lish empire in Amer-
ica might be guarded.

And yet those who
were thoughtful did
not lose sight of the
great, though subtle,
gain which came with
the vexing losses of
war, to offset them.
They had not failed
to notice and to take
to heart what had
happened in England
when Williamm and
Mary were brought to
thethrone. They were
none the less English-
men for being out of
England, and what
Parliament did for
English liberty deeply
concerned them. Par-
liament, as all the world knew, had done a great deal dur-
ing those critical days in which it had consummated the
“glorious revolution” by which the Stuarts were once

14,
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for all put from the seat of sovereignty. It had reasserted
the ancient rights named in Magna Charta; it had done
away with the King’s arrogated right to tax; it had
destroyed his alleged right to set laws aside, or alter
them in any way; it had reduced him from being master
and had made him a constitutional king, subject to his
people’s will, spoken through their legal representatives
in Parliament. The new King, too, had shown himself
willing to extend these principles to America. In the
charters which he granted or renewed, and in the in-
structions which he gave to the governors whom he
commissioned, he did not begrudge an explicit ac-
knowledgment of the right of the colonies to control
their own taxation and the expenditures of their own
colonial establishments.

War embarrassed trade. It made hostile territory of
the French West Indies, whence New England skippers
fetched molasses for the makers of rum at home; and
that was no small matter, for the shrewd New Eng-
land traders were already beginning to learn how much
rum would pay for, whether among the Indians of the
forest country, among the savages of the African slave
coast, or among their own neighbors at home, where
all deemed strong drink a capital solace and defence
against the asperities of a hard life. DBut it needed only
a little circumspection, it turned out, to keep even that
trade, notwithstanding the thing was a trifle difficult
and hazardous. There was little cause for men who
kept their wits about them to fear the law on the long,
unfrequented coasts of the New World; and there was
trade with the French without scruple whether war
held or ceased. Buccaneers and pirates abounded in
the southern seas, and legitimate traders knew as
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well as they did how confiscation and capture were to
be avoided.

The main lines of trade ran, after all, straight to
the mother country, and were protected when there
was need by English fleets. Both the laws of Parlia-
ment and their own interest bound the trade of the
colonies to England. The Navigation Act of 1660,
in force now these forty years, forbade all trade with

AN ENGLISH FLEET IN 1732

the colonies except in English bottoms; forbade also
the shipment of their tobacco and wool anywhither
but to England itself; and an act of 1663 forbade the
importation of anything at all except out of England,
which, it was then once for all determined, must be
the entrepét and place of staple for all foreign trade.
It was determined that, if there were to be middlemen’s
profits, the middlemen should be English, and that
the carrying trade of England and her colonies should
be English, not Dutch. It was the Dutch against whom
the acts were aimed. Dutch ships cost less in the
building than ships built in England; the Dutch mer-
16
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chantmen could afford to charge lower rates of freight
than English skippers; and the statesmen of King
Charles, deeming Holland their chief competitor upon
the seas and in the markets of the world, meant to cut
the rivalry short by statute, so far as the English realm
was concerned. :
Fortunately the interests of the colonists themselves
wore easily enough the harness of the acts. For a
while it went very hard in Virginia, it is true, to pay
English freight rates on every shipment of tobacco,
the colony’s chief staple, and to sell only through Eng-
lish middlemen, to the exclusion of the accommodating
Dutch and all competition. Trade touched nothing
greater than the tobacco crop. Virginia supplied in
that alone a full half of all the exports of the colonies.
Her planters sharply resented “that severe act of Par-
liament which excludes us from having any commerce
with any nation in Europe but our own ”’; for it seemed
to put upon them a special burden. “We cannot add to
our plantation any commodity that grows out of it, as
olive trees, cotton, or vines,” complained Sir William
Berkeley very bluntly to the government in 1671. “Be-
sides this, we cannot procure any skilful men for one
now hopeful commodity, silk: for it is not lawful for
us to carry a pipe stave or a barrel of corn to any place
in Europe out of the King’s dominions. If this were
for his Majesty’s service or the good of his subjects,
we should not repine, whatever our sufferings are for
it; but on my soul, it is the contrary for both.” But
the thing was eased for them at last when they began
to see how their interest really lay. They had almost
a monopoly of the English market, for Spanish tobacco
was kept out by high duties, the planting of tobacco in
1n—2 I7
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England, begun on no mean scale in the west midland
counties in the days of the Protectorate, was prohibited
by law, and a rebate of duties on all tobacco re-exported
to the continent quickened the trade with the northern
countries of Europe, the chief market in any case for
the Virginian leaf. Grumbling and evasion disap-
peared in good time, and Virginia accommodated her-
self with reasonable grace to what was, after all, no
ruinous or unprofitable arrangement.

New England, where traders most abounded, found
little in the acts that she need complain of or seek to
escape from. No New England commodity had its
route and market prescribed as Virginian tobacco had;
New England ships were “English” bottoms no less
than ships built in England itself; they could be built
as cheaply as the Dutch, and the long coast of the con-
tinent was clear for their skippers. If laws grew in-
convenient, there were unwatched harbors enough in
which to lade and unlade without clearance papers.
English capital quickened trade as well as supplied
shipping for the ocean carriage, and the King’s navy
made coast and sea safe. If it was irritating to be tied
to the leading -strings of statutes, it was at least an
agreeable thing that they should usually pull in the
direction mierchants would in any case have taken.
Though all products of foreign countries had to be
brought through the English markets and the hands
of English middlemen, the duties charged upon them
upon their entrance into England were remitted upon
their reshipment to America, and they were often to be
had more cheaply in the colonies than in London.

In 1699, when the war was over, Parliament laid a
new restriction upon the colonies, forbidding them to
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manufacture their own wool for export, even for export
from colony to colony. Good housewives were not
to be prevented from weaving their own wool into cloth
for the use of their own households; village weavers
were not to be forbidden their neighborhood trade;
but the woollen weavers of England supplied more than
half of all the exports to the colonies, and had no mind
to let woollen manufacture spring up in America if
Parliament could be induced to prohibit it. It made

MOALE’S SKETCH OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, IN 1752

no great practical difference to the colonies, though
it bred a bitter thought here and there. Manufactures
were not likely to spring up in America. “No man
who can have a piece of land of his own, sufficient by
his labor to subsist his family in plenty,” said Mr.
Franklin long afterwards, “is poor enough to be a
manufacturer and work for a master. Hence, while
there is land enough in America for our people, there
can be no manufactures to any amount or value.” But
the woollen manufacturers in England meant to take
no chances in the matter; and the colonists did no more
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than grumble upon occasion at the restraints of a law
which they had no serious thought of breaking.

It was not breaches of the Acts of Navigation and
the acts concerning woollen manufacture that the
ministers found it necessary to turn their heed to when
the war ended, but, rather, the open piracies of the
southernseas. By the treaty of Ryswick, which brought
peace (1697), France, England, Holland, and Spain,
the high contracting parties, solemnly bound them-
selves to make common cause against buccaneering.
Spain and England had been mutually bound since
1670 to abolish it. Buccaneering abounded most on
the coasts of America. The lawless business had
begun long ago. Spain had provoked it. She had
taken possession of all Central and South America
and of the islands of the West Indies, and had bidden
all other nations stand off and touch nothing, while
her fleets every year for generations together came
home heavy with treasure. She had denied them the
right of trade; she had forbidden their seamen so much
as to get stores for their own use anywhere within the
waters of Spanish America. She treated every ship
as an intruder which she found in the southern seas,
and the penalties she inflicted for intrusion upon her
guarded coasts went the length of instant drowning
or hangings at the yard-arm. It was a day when there
was no law at sea. Every prudent man supplied his
ship with arms, and was his own escort; and since Spain
was the common bully, she became the common enemy.
English and French and Dutch seamen were not likely
very long to suffer themselves to be refused what they
needed at her ports; and after getting what they need-
ed, they went on to take whatever they wanted. They

20



COMMON UNDERTAKINGS

were intruders, anyway, for whatever purpose they
came, and they might as well, as a witty Frenchman
among them said, “repay themselves beforehand” for
the losses they would suffer should Spanish cruisers
find and take them.

The spirit of adventure and of gain grew on them
mightily. At first they contented themselves with an
illicit trade at the unguarded ports of quiet, half-desert-
ed islands like Hispaniola, where they could get hides
and tallow, smoked beef and salted pork, in exchange
for goods smuggled in from Europe. But they did
not long stop at that. The exciting risks and notable
profits of the business made it grow like a story of ad-
venture. The ranks of the lawless traders filled more
and more with every sort of reckless adventurer and
every sort of unquiet spirit who found the ordinary world
stale and longed for a change of luck, as well as with
hosts of common thieves and natural outlaws. Such
men, finding themselves inevitably consorting, felt
their comradeship, helped one another when they could,
and made a common cause of robbing Spain, calling
themselves “Brethren of the Coast.” They took pos-
session, as their numbers increased, of the little twin
islands of St. Christopher and Nevis for rendezvous
and headquarters, and fortified distant Tortuga for a
stronghold; and their power grew apace through all
the seventeenth century, until no Spanish ship was
safe on the seas though she carried the flag of an ad-
miral, and great towns had either to buy them off or
submit to be sacked at their pleasure. They mustered
formidable fleets and counted their desperate seamen
by the thousands.

They were most numerous, most powerful, most to
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be feared at the very time the English colony was begun
at Charleston (1670). All the English sea coast at
the south, indeed, was theirs in a sense. They were
regulars, not outlaws, when France or Holland or Eng-
land was at war with Spain, for the great governments
did not scruple to give them letters of marque when
they needed their assistance at sea. English buc-

CHARLESTON, FROM THE HARBOR, 1742

caneers had helped Sir William Penn take Jamaica
for Cromwell in 1655. And when there was no war,
the silent, unwatched harbors of the long American
sea coast were their favorite places of refuge and repair.
New Providence, England’s best anchorage and most
convenient port of rendezvous in the Bahamas, became
their chief place of welcome and recruiting. The coming
of settlers did not disconcert them. It pleased them,
rather. The settlers did not molest them,—had secret
22
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reasons, as they knew, to be glad to see them. There
were the English navigation laws, as well as the Span-
ish, to be evaded, and the goods they brought to the
closed markets were very cheap and very welcome,—and
no questions were asked. They were abundantly wel-
come, too, to the goods they bought. For thirty years
their broad pieces of gold and their Spanish silver were
almost the only currency the Carolinas could get hold
of. Governors winked at their coming and going,—
even allowed them to sell their Spanish prizes in Eng-
lish ports. Charleston, too, and the open bays of Albe-
marle Sound were not more open to them than New
York and Philadelphia and Providence, and even now
and again the ports of Massachusetts. They got no
small part of their recruits from among the lawless
and shiftless men who came out of England or Vir-
ginia to the Carolinas for a new venture in a new coun-
try where law was young.

Richard Coote, the Earl of Bellomont, came out in
1698 to be Governor General of New York, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, specially instruct-
ed to stamp out the piracy of the coasts; but he found
it no light task. His predecessor in the government of
New York, Benjamin Fletcher, had loved the Brethren
of the Coast very dearly: they had made it to his in-
terest to like them; and the merchants of New York, .
as of the other seaport towns, were noticeably slow
to see the iniquity of the proscribed business. Lord
Bellomont bitterly complained that the authorities of
Rhode Island openly gave notorious pirates counte-
nance and assistance. Mr. Edward Randolph, whose
business it was to look after the King’s revenues, de-
clared in his anger that North Carolina was peopled by
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nobody but smugglers, runaway servants, and pirates.
South Carolina, fortunately, had seen the folly of har-
boring the outlaws by the time Lord Bellomont set
about his suppression in the north. Not only had her
population by that time been recruited and steadied
by the coming in of increasing numbers of law-abiding
and_thrifty colonists to whom piracy was abhorrent,
but she had begun also to produce great crops of rice
for whose exportation she could hardly get ships
enough, and had found that her whilom friends the
freebooters did not scruple to intercept her cargoes on
their way to the profitable markets of Holland, Ger-
many, Sweden, Denmark, and Portugal. She pres-
ently began, therefore, to use a great pair of gallows,
set up very conspicuously on ‘“Execution Dock” at
Charleston, for the diligent hanging of pirates. But
the coast to the northward still showed them hospitality,
and Lord Bellomont made little headway at New York,
—except that he brought the notorious Captain Kidd
to justice. William Kidd, a Scotsman, had made New
York his home, and had won there the reputation of
an honest and capable man and an excellent ship cap-
tain; but when he was given an armed vessel strongly
manned, and the King’s commission to destroy the
pirates of the coast, the temptation of power was too
great for him. He incontinently turned pirate him-
self, and it fell to Lord Bellomont to send him to Eng-
land to be hanged.

The interval of peace during which English govern-
ors in America could give their thoughts to the sup-
pression of piracy proved all too short. “Queen
Anne’s War” followed close upon the heels of King
William’s, and the French and Indians became once
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again more threatening than the buccaneers. Nev-
ertheless some important affairs of peace were settled
before the storm of war broke again. For one thing,
Mr. Penn was able once more to put in order the govern-
ment of Pennsylvania. For two years (1692-1694)
he had been deprived of his province, because, as every
one knew, he had been on very cordial terms of friend-
ship with James Stuart, the discredited King, and it
was charged that he had taken part in intrigues against
the new sovereign. But it was easy for him to prove,
when the matter was dispassionately looked into, that
he had done nothing dishonorable or disloyal, and
his province was restored to him. In 1699 he found
time to return to Amierica and reform in person the
administration of the colony. Bitter jealousies and
sharp factional differences had sprung up there while
affairs were in confusion after the coming in of William
and Mary, and the two years Mr. Penn spent in their
correction (1699-1701) were none too long for the work
he had to do. He did it, however, in his characteristic
healing fashion, by granting privileges, more liberal
and democratic than ever, in a new charter. One chief
difficulty lay in the fact that the lower counties by the
Delaware chafed because of their enforced union with
the newer counties of Pennsylvania; and Mr. Penn
consented to an arrangement by which they should
within three years, if they still wished it, have a separate
assembly of their own, and the right to act for them-
selves in all matters of local government. Self-gov-
ernment, indeed, was almost always his provident cure
for discontent. He left both Pennsylvania and the
Delaware counties free to choose their own courts,—
and Philadelphia free to select her own officers as an
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independently incorporated city. Had he been able
to give his colony governors as wise and temperate as
himself, new troubles might have been avoided as suc-
cessfully as old troubles had been healed.

While Mr. Penn lingered in America the rights of
the proprietors of West Jersey, his own first province,
passed finally to the crown. In 1702 all proprietary
rights, alike in East and in West Jersey, were formally
surrendered to the crown, and New Jersey, once more

WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE BEFORE THE FIRE, 1723

a single, undivided province, became directly subject
to the King's government. For a generation, indeed,
as it turned out, she was to have no separate governor
of her own. A separate commission issued from the
crown to the governor of New York to be also governor
of New Jersey, upon each appointment in the greater
province. But New Jersey kept her own government,
nevertheless, and her own way of life. She suffered
no merger into the larger province, her neighbor, whose

governor happened to preside over her affairs.
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Many things changed and many things gave promise
of change in the colonies as Mr. Penn looked on. In
1700 Virginia had her population enriched by the com-
ing of seven hundred French Huguenots, under the
leadership of the Marquis de la Muce,—some of them
Waldenses who had moved, in exile, through Switzer-
land, Alsace, the Low Countries, and England ere
they found their final home of settlement in Virginia,
—all of them refugees because of the terror that had
been in France for all Protestants since the revocation
of the Edict of Nantes (1685). That same year, 1700,
Williamsburg, the new village capital of the “Old Do-
minion,” grew very gay with company come in from all
the river counties, from neighboring colonies, toco, and
even from far-off New England, to see the first class
graduated from the infant college of William and Mary.
The next year (1701) Connecticut, teeming more and
more with a thrifty people with its own independent
interests and resources, and finding Harvard College
at Cambridge too far away for the convenience of those
of her own youth who wished such training as ministers
and professional men in general needed, set up a college
of her own,—the college which half a generation later
she called Yale, because of Mr. Elihu Yale’s gift of
eight hundred pounds in books and money.

Then King William died (1702,—Mary, his queen
and consort, being dead these eight years), and Anne
became queen. It was a year of climax in the public
affairs of Europe. In 1701, Louis XIV. had put his
grandson, Philip of Anjou, on the throne of Spain, in
direct violation of his treaty obligations to England,
and to the manifest upsetting of the balance of power

in Europe, openly rejoicing that there were no longer
: 28



COMMON UNDERTAKINGS

man%ﬁr%

JOHN CHURCHILL, DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH

any Pyrenees, but only a single, undivided Bourbon

power from Flanders to the Straits of Gibraltar; and

had defied England, despite his promises made at Rys-

wick, by declaring James’s son the rightful heir to

the English throne. Instantly England, Holland, and
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Austria drew together in grand alliance against the
French aggression, and for eleven years ltaly, Ger-
many, and the Netherlands rang with the War of the
Spanish Succession. The storm had already broken
when Anne became queen.

England signalized the war by giving a great general
to the world. It was the day of John Churchill, Duke
of Marlborough, of whose genius soldiers gossiped to
their neighbors and their children for half a century
after the great struggle was over. The English took
Gibraltar (1704). Prince Eugene of Savoy helped
great Marlborough to the famous victory of Blenheim
(1705),—and Virginians were not likely to forget that
it was Colonel Parke, of Virginia, who took the news of
that field to the Queen. Marlborough won at Ramillies
and Eugene at Turin (1706). The two great captains
triumphed together at Oudenarde (1708) and at Malpla-
quet (1709). The crowns of France and Spain were
separated, and France was lightened of her overwhelm-
ing weight in the balance of power.

But for the colonies in America it was only “Queen
Anne’s War,” full of anxiety, suffering, and disap-
pointment,—massacres on the border, expeditions to
the north blundered and mismanaged, money and
lives spent with little to show for the sacrifice. The
ministers at home had made no preparation in America
for the renewal of hostilities. There had been warnings
enough, and appeals of deep urgency, sent out of the
colonies. Every observant man of affairs there saw
what must come. But warnings and appeals had not
been heeded. T.ord Bellomont, that self-respecting gen-
tleman and watchful governor, had told the ministers
at home very plainly that there ought to be a line of
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frontier posts at the north, with soldiers for colonists,
and that simply to pursue the Indians once and again
to the depths of the forests was as useless “as to pur-
sue birds that are on the wing.” An English prisoner
in the hands of the French had sent word what he
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heard they meant to do for the extension of their boun-
daries and their power. The deputy governor of Penn-
sylvania had proposed a colonial militia to ‘be kept at
the frontier. Certain private gentlemen of the northern
settlements had begged for a common governor “of
worth and honor,” and for some system of common
defence. Mr. Penn, looking on near at hand, had ad-
vised that the colonists be drawn fogether in intercourse
and interest by a common coinage, a common rule of
citizenship, a com-
mon system of jus-
tice, and by duties
on foreign timber
which  would in
some degree offset
the burdens of the
Navigation Acts,
—as well as by
common organiza-

FRENCH HUGUENOT CHURCH, NEW YORK, 1704 tion and action

against the French
and against the pirates of the coast: But nothing had
been done.

Even the little that had been gained in King Will-
iam’s War had now to be gained all over again. Sir
William Phips had taken Port Royal very handily at the
outset of that war (1690), and Acadia with it, and there
had been no difficulty in holding the conquered prov-
ince until the war ended; but the treaty of Ryswick
had handed back to the French everything the English
had taken, the statesmen of England hardly heeding
America at all in the terms they agreed to,—and so a
beginning was once more to be made.
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The war began, as every one knew it must, with
forays on the border: the Indians were the first afoot,
and were more to be feared than the French. The
first movement of the English was made at the south,
where, before the first year (1702) of the war was out,
the Carolinians struck at the power of Spain in Florida.
They sent a little force against St. Augustine, and
easily swept the town itself, but stood daunted before
the walls of the castle, lacking cannon to reduce it,
and came hastily away at sight of two Spanish ships
standing into the harbor, leaving their very stores
and ammunition behind them in their panic. They
had saddled the colony with a debt of six thousand
pounds and gained nothing. But they at least kept
their own borders safe against the Indians and their
own little capital at Charleston safe against reprisals
by the Spaniards. The Apalachees, who served the
Spaniards on the border, they swept from their forest
country in 1703, and made their border quiet by fire
and sword, driving hundreds of the tribesmen they
did not kill to new seats beyond the Savannah. Three
years went by before they were in their turn attacked
by a force out of Florida. Upon a day in August,
1706, while the little capital lay stricken with yellow
fever, a fleet of five French vessels appeared off the
bar at their harbor mouth, bringing Spanish troops
from Havana and St. Augustine. There was a quick
rally to meet them. Colonial militia went to face their
landing parties; gallant Colonel Rhett manned a little
flotilla to check them on the water ; and they were driven
off, leaving two hundred and thirty prisoners and a
captured ship behind them. The southern coast could
take care of itself.
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Nothing had been done meanwhile in the north.
The first year of the war (1702) had seen Boston robbed

OLD SWEDES CHURCH, WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

of three hundred of her inhahitants by the scourge of

small-pox, and New York stricken with a fatal fever

brought out of the West Indies from which no man
34



COMMON UNDERTAKINGS

could rally. That dismal year lingered for many a
day in the memory of the men of the middle colonies
as “the time of the great sickness.” The northern-
most border had been harried from Wells to Casco by
the French Indians (1703); Deerfield, far away in the
wilderness by the Connecticut, had been fearfully dealt
with at dead of night, in the mid-winter of 1704, by a
combined force of French and Indians; in 1705 the
French in Acadia had brought temporary ruin upon the
English trading posts in Newfoundland; and a French
privateer had insolently come in open day into the
Bay at New York, as if to show the English there how
defenceless their great harbor was, with all the coast
about it (1705). And yet there had been no counter-
stroke by the English,—except that Colonel Church,
of Massachusetts, had spent the summer of 1704 in
destroying as he could the smaller and less defended
French and Indian villages upon the coasts which lay
about the Penobscot and the Bay of Fundy. In 1707
a serious attempt was made to take Port Royal. Colo-
nel March took a thousand men against the place, in-
twenty -three transports, convoyed by a man-of - war,
and regularly laid siege to it; but lacked knowledge of
the business he had undertaken and failed utterly.
Another three years went by before anything was
accomplished ; and the French filled them in, as before,
with raids and massacres. Again Haverhill was sur-
prised, sacked, and hurned (1708). The English were
driven from the Bahama islands. An expedition elab-
orately prepared in England to be sent against the
French in America was countermanded (1709), because
a sudden need arose to use it at home. Everything
attempted seemed to miscarry as of course. And then
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at last fortune turned a trifle kind. Colonel Francis
Nicholson, governor of Virginia till 1705, had gone to
England when he saw things stand hopelessly still
in America, and, being a man steadfast and hard to
put by, was at last able, in 1710, to obtain and bring
assistance in person from over sea. He had recom-

NEW YORK SLAVE MARKET ABOUT 1730

mended, while yet he was governor of Virginia, it was
recalled, that the colonies be united under a single
viceroy and defended by a standing army for which
they should themselves be made to pay. The min-
isters at home had been too prudent to take that ad-
vice; but they listened now to his appeal for a {orce to
be sent to America. By the 24th of September, 1710, he
lay off Port Royal with a fleet of thirty-five sail, besides
hospital and store ships, with four regiments of New
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England militia aboard his transports and a detach-
ment of marines. On the 1st of October he opened the
fire of three batteries within a hundred yards of the
little fort that guarded the place, and within twenty-
four hours he had brought it to its capitulation, as
Sir William Phips had done twenty years before. Aca-
dia was once more a conquered province of England.
Colonel Nicholson renamed its port Annapolis Royal,
in honor of the Queen whom he served. The name of
the province itself the English changed to Nova Scotia.

Two years more, and the war was practically over;
but no victories had been added to that lonely achieve-
ment at Port Roval. Colonel Nicholson went from
his triumph in Acadia back to England again, to solic-
it a yet stronger
force to be taken
against  Quebec,
and once more got
what he wanted.
In midsummer of
1711 Sir Hovenden .
Walker arrived at
Boston with a
great fleet of trans-

ports and men-of- BROAD STREET, NEW YORK, IN 1740
war, bringing Colo-

nel Hill and seven of Marlborough’s veteran regi-
ments to join the troops of New England in a decisive
onset upon the stronghold of New France. Colonel
Nicholson was to lead the colonial levies through the
forests to Quebec; Sir Hovenden Walker was to ascend
the St. Lawrence and strike from the river. But neither
force reached Quebec. The admiral blundered in the
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fogs which beset him at the mouth of the great stream,
lost eight ships and almost a thousand men, and then
put about in dismay and steered straightway for Eng-
land, to have his flag-ship blow up under him at Spit-
head. Colonel Nicholson heard very promptly of the
admiral’s ignoble failure, and did not make his march.
The next year, 1712, the merchants of Quebec sub-
scribed a fund to complete the fortifications of their
rock-built city, and even women volunteered to work
upon them, that they might be finished ere the English
came again. But the English did not come. That
very summer brought a truce; and in March, 1713,
the war ended with the peace of Utrecht. The treaty
gave England Hudson’s Bay, Acadia, Newfoundland,
and the little island of St. Christopher alongside Nevis
in the Lesser Antilles.

“Queen Anne’s War” was over; but there was not
vet settled peace in the south. While the war lasted
North Carolina had had to master, in blood and terror,
the fierce Iroquois tribe of the Tuscaroras, who mus-
tered twelve hundred warriors in the forests which lay
nearest the settlements. And when the war was over
South Carolina had to conquer a whole confederacy
of tribes whom the Spaniards had stirred up to attack
her. The Tuscaroras had seemed friends through all
the first years of the English settlement on their coast;
but the steady, ominous advance of the English, en-
croaching mile by mile upon their hunting grounds, had
at last maddened them to commit a sudden and awful
treachery. In September, 1711, they fell with all their
natural fury upon the nearer settlements, and for three
days swept them with an almost continuous carnage.
The next year the awful butchery was repeated. ' Both
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times the settlements found themselves too weak to
make effective resistance; both times aid was sent from
South Carolina, by forced marches through the long
forests; and finally, in March, 1713, the month of the
peace of Utrecht, an end was made. The Tuscaroras
were attacked and overcome in their last stronghold.
The remnant that was left migrated northward to join

OLD STATE HOUSE AT ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

their Iroquois kinsmen in New York,—and Carolina
was quit of them forever.

The strong tribes which held sway in the forests of
South Carolina,—the Yamassees, Creeks, Catawbas,
and Cherokees,—were no kinsmen of these alien Iro-
quois out of the north, and had willingly lent their aid
to the English to destroy them. But, the war over, the
Spaniards busied themselves to win these tribes also
to a conspiracy against the English settlements, and
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succeeded only too well. They joined in a great con-
federacy, and put their seven or eight thousand braves
on the war-path to destroy the English. For almost
a whole year (April, 1715, to February, 1716) they kept
to their savage work unsubdued, until full four hun-
dred whites had lost their lives at their hands. Then
the final reckoning came for them also, and the shat-
tered remnants of their tribes sought new homes for
themselves as they could. The savages had all but
accomplished their design against the settlements. The
awful work of destroying them left the Carolinas upon
the verge of utter exhaustion, drained of blood and
money, almost without crops of food to subsist upon,
quite without means to bear the heavy charges of gov-
ernment in a time of war and sore disorder. There
were some among the disheartened settlers who thought
of abandoning their homes there altogether and seek-
ing a place where peace might be had at a less terrible
cost. But there was peace at least, and the danger of
absolute destruction had passed.

New York had had her own fright while the war
lasted. A house blazed in the night (1712), and certain
negroes who had gathered about it killed some of those
who came to extinguish the flames. It was rumored
that there had been a plot among the negroes to put
the whole of the town to the torch; an investigation
was made, amidst a general panic which rendered calm
inquiry into such a matter impossible; and nineteen
blacks were executed.

But in most of the colonies domestic affairs had gone
quietly enough, the slow war disturbing them very
little. Connecticut found leisure of thought enough,
in 1708, to collect a synod at Saybrook and formulate
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a carefully considered constitution for her churches,
which her legislature the same year adopted. In 1707
New York witnessed a notable trial which established
the freedom of dissenting pulpits. Lord Cornbury,
the profligate governor of the province, tried to silence
the Rev. Francis Mackemie, a Presbyterian minister,
—pretending that the English laws of worship and

NEW YORK, FROM THE HARBOR, ABOUT 172§

doctrine were in force in New York; but a jury made
short work of acquitting him. Massachusetts en-
dured Joseph Dudley as governor throughout the war
(1702-1715), checking him very pertinaciously at times
when he needed the assistance of her General Court,
but no longer refusing to live with reasonable patience
under governors not of her own choosing.
Fortunately for the Carolinas, a very notable man
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had become governor of Virginia ere the Tuscaroras
took the war-path. There were tribes at the border,
—Nottoways, Meherrins, and even a detached group
of the Tuscaroras themselves,—who would have joined

@%}M ALEXANDER SPOTSWOOD
i the savage conspiracy against the whites had not
Colonel Spotswood been governor in Virginia and shown
himself capable of holding them quiet with a steady
hand of authority,—a word of conciliation and a hint

of force. Alexander Spotswood was no ordinary man.
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He added to a gentle breeding a manly bearing such
as Virginians loved, and the administrative gifts which
so many likable governors had lacked. His govern-
ment was conducted with clear-eyed enterprise and
steady capacity. It added
to his consequence that he
had borne the Queen’s com-
mission in the forces of the
great Marlborough on the
field of Blenheim, and came
to hiss duty in Virginia
(1710) bearing a wound re-
ceived on that famous field.
His bloed he took from
Scotland, where the distin-
glliShed annals Of his fam- BRENTON CHURCH, WIIFRE GOVERNOR
ily might be read in many SPOTSWOOD WORSHIPPED

a public record;; and a Scot-

tish energy entered with him into the government of Vir-
ginia,—as well as a Scottish candor and directness in
speech, —to the great irritation presently of James Blair,
as aggressive a Scotsman as he, and more astute and
masterful.

It was Colonel Spotswood who, in 1716, gathered a
company of gentlemen about him for a long ride of
discovery into the Alleghanies. They put their horses
through the very heart of the long wilderness, and
won their way despite all obstacles to a far summit of
the Blue Ridge, whence, first among all their coun-
trymen, they looked forth to the westward upon the
vast slopes which fell away to the Ohio and the great
basin of the Mississippi. Colonel Spotswood, standing
there the leader of the little group, knew that it was this
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way the English must come to make conquest of the
continent. He urged his government at home to stretch
a chain of defensive posts beyond the mountains from
the lakes to the Mississippi, to keep the French from
those inner valleys which awaited the coming of the
white man; but he did not pause in the work he could
do himself because the advice went unheeded. He
kept the Indians still; he found excellent lands for a
thrifty colony of Germans, and himself began the manu-
facture of iron in the colony, setting up the first iron
furnace in America. The debts of the colony were
most of them discharged, and a good trade in corn,
lumber, and salt provisions sprang up with the West
Indies. He rebuilt the college, recently destroyed
by fire, and established a school for Indian children.
He improved as he could the currency of the colony.
His works were the quiet works of peace and develop-
ment,—except for his vigorous suppression of the pirates
of the coast,—and his administration might have out-
run the year 1722, which saw him removed, had he been
a touch less haughty, overbearing, unused to conciliat-
ing or pleasing those whose service he desired. He
made enemies, and was at last ousted by them.

Some of the best qualities of the soldier and adminis-
trator came out in him in the long struggle to put the
pirates down once and for all. Queen Anne’s War
had turned pirates into privateers and given pause
to the stern business for a little, but it began again in
desperate earnest when the war was over and peace
concluded at Utrecht. It was officially reported by
the secretary of Pennsylvania in 1717 that there were
still fifteen hundred pirates on the coasts, making their
headquarters at the Cape Fear and at New Providence
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in the Bahamas, and sweeping the sea as they dared
from Brazil to Newfoundland. But the day of their
reckoning was mnear at hand. South Carolina had
cleared her own coasts for a little at the beginning of
the century, but the robbers swarmed at her inlets again
when the Indian massacres had weakened and dis-
tracted her, and the end of the war with France set
many a roving privateersman free to return to piracy.
The crisis and turning-point came in the year 1718.
That year an English fleet crossed the sea, took New
Providence, purged the Bahamas of piracy, and made
henceforth a stronghold there for law and order. That
same year Stede Bonnet, of Barbadoes, a man who
had but the other day held a major’s commission in
her Majesty’s service, honored and of easy fortune,
but now turned pirate, as if for pastime, was caught
at the mouth of the Cape Fear by armed ships under
redoubtable Colonel Rhett, who had driven the French
out of Charleston harbor thirteen years ago, and was
taken and hanged on Charleston dock, all his crew hav-
ing gone before him to the ceremony. “This humour
of going a-pyrating,” it was said, “proceeded from a
disorder in his mind, which had been but too visible
in him some time before this wicked undertaking; and
which is said to have been occasioned by some discom-
forts he found in a married state”; but the law saw
nothing of that in what he had done. While Bonnet
awaited his condemnation, Edward Thatch, the fam-
ous “Blackbeard,” whom all the coast dreaded, went
a like just way to death, trapped within Ocracoke Inlet
by two stout craft sent against him out of Virginia by
Colonel Spotswood. And so, step by step, the purging
went on. South Carolina had as capable a governor
47
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as Virginia in Robert Johnson; and the work done
by these and like men upon the coasts, and by the Eng-
lish ships in the West Indies, presently wiped piracy
out. By 1730 there was no longer anything for ships
to fear on those coasts save the Navigation Acts and
stress of sea weather.

It was a long coast, and it took a long time to carry
law and order into every bay and inlet. But every
year brought increase of strength to the colonies, and
with increase of strength power to rule their coasts as
they chose. Queen Anne’s War over, quiet peace de-
scended upon the colonies for almost an entire gener-
ation (1712-1740). Except for a flurry of Indian war-
fare now and again upon the horders, or here and
there some petty plot or sudden brawl, quiet reigned,
and peaceful progress. Anne, the queen, died the
year after peace was signed (1714); and the next year
Louis XIV. followed her, the great king who had so
profoundly stirred the politics of Europe. An old
generation had passed away, and new men and new
measures seemed now to change the whole face of affairs.
The first George took the throne, a German, not an
English prince, his heart in Hannover; and presently
the affairs of England fell into the hands of Sir Robert
Walpole. Sir Robert kept his power for twenty-one
years (1721-1742), and conducted the government
with the shrewd, hard-headed sense and administrative
capacity of a steady country squire,—as if governing
were a sort of business, demanding, like other busi-
nesses, peace and an assured and equable order in
affairs. It was 2 time of growth and recuperation,
with much to do, but little to record.

The colonies, while it lasted, underwent in many
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things a slow transformation. Their population grew
in numbers not only, but also in variety. By the end
of the war there were probably close upon half a million
people within their borders, counting slave with free;
and with the return of peace there came a quickened
increase. New England slowly lost its old ways of
separate action as a self - constituted confederacy; and
Massachusetts, with her new system of royal governors
and a franchise broadened beyond the lines of her
churches, by degrees lost her leadership. She was
losing her old temper of Puritan thought. It was im-
possible to keep her population any longer of the single
strain of which it had been made up at the first.
New elements were steadily added; and new elements
brought new ways of life and new beliefs. She was
less and less governed by her pulpits; turned more and
more to trade for sustenance; welcomed new -comers
with less and less scrutiny of their ways of thinking;
grew less suspicious of change, and more like her
neighbors in her zest for progress.

Scots-Irish began to make their appearance in the
colony, some of them going to New Hampshire, some
remaining in Boston; and they were given a right will-
ing welcome. The war had brought sore burdens of
expense and debt upon the people, and these Scots-
Irish knew the profitable craft of linen-making which
the Boston people were glad to learn, and use to clothe
themselves; for poverty, they declared, “is coming
upon us as an armed man.” These new immigrants
brought with them also the potato, not before used in
New England, and very acceptable as an addition to
the colony’s bill of fare. Small vessels now began to
venture out from Cape Cod and Nantucket, moreover,
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in pursuit of the whales that came to the northern coasts,
and it was not long before that daring occupation be-
gan to give promise of wealth and of the building up
of a great industry. Population began slowly to spread
from the coasts into the forests which lay at the west
between the Connecticut and the Hudson. In 1730 a
Presbyterian church was opened in Boston, — almost
as unmistakable a sign of change as King’s Chapel
itself had been with its service after the order of the
Church of England.

The middle colonies and the far south saw greater
changes than these. South Carolina seemed likely to
become as various in her make-up as were New York
and Pennsylvania with their mixture of races and
creeds. Scots-Irish early settled within her horders
also; she had already her full share of Huguenot
blood; and there followed, as the new century advanced
through the lengthened years of peace, companies of
Swiss immigrants, and Germans from the Palatinate.
Charleston, however, seemed English enough, and
showed a color of aristocracy in her life which no one
could fail o note who visited her. Back from the point
where the rivers met, where the fortifications stood,
and the docks to which the ships came, there ran a
fine road northward which Governor Archdale, that
good Quaker, had twenty years ago declared more
beautiful and pleasant than any prince in Europe could
find to take the air upon when he drove abroad. From
it on either side stretched noble avenues of live oaks,
their strong lines softened by the long drapery of the
gray moss,—avenues which led to the broad verandas
of country residences standing in cool and shadowy
groves of other stately trees. In summer the odor of

52



b '5 »O ’;,;:, :

1, AB7 AT i o
de o 'g.,i't"‘hx el

MAP OF THE COAST SETTLEMENTS, 1742



A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

jasmine filled the air; and even in winter:the winds
were soft. It was here that the ruling men of the
colony lived, the masters of the nearer plantations,—

en bred and cultured after the manner of the Old
iWorld. The simpler people, who made the colony
various with their differing bloods, lived inland, in
the remoter parishes, or near other harbors above or
ibelow Charleston’s port. It was on the nearer planta-
tions round about Charleston that negro slaves most
abounded; and there were more negroes by several
thousand in the colony than white folk. Out of the
16,750 inhabitants of the colony in 1715, 10,500 were
slaves. But the whites were numerous enough to give
their governors a taste of their quality.

There were well-developed political parties in South
Carolina, for all she was so small; and astute and able
men to lead them, like Colonel Rhett, now soldier, now
sailor, now statesman, and Mr. Nicholas Trott, now
on one side and again on the other in the matter of self-
government as against the authority of the proprietors
or the crown, but always in a position to male his in-
fluence felt. The province practically passed from
the proprietors to the crown in 1719, because the people’s
_ party determined to be rid of their authority, and ousted
their governor, exasperated that in their time of need,
their homes burned about their ears by the savages,
their coasts ravaged by freebooters, they should have
been helped not a whit, but left to shift desperately
for themselves. In 1729 the proprietors formally sur-
rendered their rights. Colonel Francis Nicholson acted
as provisional governor while the change was being
effected  (1719-1725), having been meantime governor
of Acadia, which he had taken for the ¢rown. In 1720
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he was knighted; and he seems to have acted as sobcrly
in this post in Carolina as he had acted in Virginia.
He was truculent and whimsical in the north; but in
the south his temper seemed eased and his judgment
steadied. The change of government in South
Carolina was really an earnest of the fact that the
people’s representatives had won a just and reasonable

POHICK CHURCH, VIRGINIA, WHERE WASHINGTON WORSHIPPED

ascendency in the affairs of the colony; and Sir Francis
did not seriously cross them, but served them rather,
in the execution of their purposes.

Every colony had its own movements of party.
Everywhere the crown desired the colenial assemblies
to provide a permanent establishment for the gov-
ernor, the judges, and the other officers who held the
King’s commission,—fixed salaries, and a recognized
authority to carry out instructions; but everywhere the
people’s representatives persistently refused to grant
either salaries or any additional authority which they
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could not control in the interest of their own rights
from session to session. They would vote salaries
for only a short period, generally a year at a time; and
they steadily denied the right of the crown to extend
or vary the jurisdiction of the courts without their as-
sent. Sometimes a governor like Mr. Clarke, of New
York, long a resident in his colony and acquainted
with its temper and its ways of thought, got what he
wanted by making generous concessions in matters
under his own control; and the judges, whatever their
acknowledged jurisdiction, were likely to yield to the
royal wishes with some servility: for they were ap-
pointed at the King’s pleasure, and not for the term
of their good behavior, as in England. But power
turned, after all, upon what the people’s legislature
did or consented to do, and the colonists commonly
spoke their minds with fearless freedom.

In New York the right to speak their minds had heen
tested and established in a case which every colony
promptly learned of. In 1734 and 1735 one John Peter
Ziegler, a printer, was brought to trial for the printing
of various libellous attacks on the governor and the
administration of the colony,—attacks which were
declared to be highly “derogatory to the character of
his Majesty’s government,” and to have a tendency
“to raise seditions and tumults in the province”; but
he was acquitted. The libel was admitted, but the
jury deemed it the right of every one to say whatever
he thought to be true of the colony’s government; and
men everywhere noted the verdict.

A second negro plot startled New York in 1741, show-
ing itself, as before, in sudden incendiary fires. It
was thought that the slaves had been incited to destroy
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the town; and there was an uneasy suspicion that these
disturbing occurrences were in some way connected with
the slave insurrections in the south. Uprisings of the
slaves had recently occurred in the West Indies. South
Carolina had suffered such an outhreak a little more
than two years before. In 1738 armed insurgent negroes
had begun there, in a quiet parish, the execution of
a terrible plot of murder and burning which it had taken
very prompt and summary action to check and defeat.
Such risings were specially ominous where the slaves
so outnumbered the whites; and it was known in South
Carolina whence the uneasiness of the negroes came.
At the south of the province lay the Spanish colonies
in Florida. Negroes who could manage to run away
from their masters and cross the southern border were
made very welcome there; they were set free, and en-
couraged in every hostile purpose that promised to rob
the English settlements of their ease and peace. Bands
of Yamassees wandered there, too, eager to avenge
themselves as they could for the woful defeat and ex-
pulsion they had suffered at the hands of the Carolinians,
and ready to make common cause with the negroes.
When bands of negroes, hundreds strong, began their
sudden work of burning, plunder, and murder where
the quiet Stono runs to the sea no one doubted whence
the impulse came. And though a single rising was
easily enough put down, who could be certain that that
was the end of the ominous business? No wonder
governors at Charleston interested themselves to in-
crease the number of white settlers and make their
power of self-defence sure.

Such things, however, serious as they were, did not
check the steady growth of the colonies. It was not
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vet questions of self-government or of the preserva-
tion of their peace that dominated their affairs; and
only those who observed how far-away frontiers were
being advanced and two great nations: being brought
together for a reckoning face to face saw what was the
next, the very near, crisis in store for the English
in America. Through all that time of peace a notable
drama was in fact preparing. Slowly, but very surely,
English and French were drawing nearer and nearer
within the continent,—not only in the north, but through-
out all the length of the great Mississippi. Step by
step the French had descended the river from their
posts on the lakes; and while peace reigned they had
established posts at its mouth and begun to make their
way northward from the Gulf. So long ago as 1699
they had built a stockade at Biloxi; in 1700 they had
taken possession of Mobile Bay; by 1716 they had es-
tablished posts at Toulouse (Alabama) and at Natchez.
In 1718 they began to build at New Orleans. In 1719
they captured and destroyed the Spanish post at Pensa-
cola. By 1722 there were five thousand Frenchmen
by the lower stretches of the great river; and their trad-
ing boats were learning all the shallows and currents
of the mighty waterway from end to end. Meantime,
in the north, they advanced their power to Lake Cham-
plain, and began the construction of a fort at Crown
Point (1721). That same year, 1721, French and Eng-
lish built ominously near each other on Lake Ontario,
the English at Oswego, the French at Niagara among
the Senecas. In 1716, the very year Governor Spots-
wood rode through the western forests of Virginia to
a summit of the Blue Ridge, the French had found a
short way to the Ohio by following the Miami and the
VOL. I1.—6 59
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Wabash down their widening streams. It was while
they thus edged their way towards the eastern moun-
tains and drew their routes closer and closer to their
rivals on the coast that that adventurous, indomitable
people, the Scots-Irish, came pouring of a sudden into

OSWEGO IN I750

the English colonies, and very promptly made it their
business to pass the mountains and take possession
of the lands which lay beyond them, as if they would
deliberately go to meet the French by the Ohio.

For several years after the first quarter of the new
century had run out immigrants from the north of Ire-
land came crowding in, twelve thousand strong by the

year. In 1729 quite five thousand of them entered
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Pennsylvania alone: and they pressed without hesita-
tion and as if by preference to the interior. From Penn-
sylvania they passed along the broad, inviting valleys
southward into the western parts of Virginia. By 1730
a straggling movement of settlers had begun to show
itself even upon the distant lands of Kentucky. Still
farther south traders from the Carolinas went constantly
back and forth between the Indian tribes of the country
by the Mississippi and the English settlements at the
coast. Nine thousand redskin warriors lay there in
the forests. Some traded with the French at the river,
some with the English at the coast. They might be-
come foes or allies, might turn to the one side or the
other, as passion or interest led them.

In 1739 the French at the north put an armed sloop
on Champlain. The same year the English built a
fortified post at Niagara. LEverywhere the two peoples
were converging, and were becoming more and more
conscious of what their approach to one another meant.
So long ago as 1720 orders had come from France bid-
ding the French commanders on the St. Lawrence oc-
cupy the valley of the Ohio before the English should
get a foothold there. The places where the rivals were
to meet it was now easy to see, and every frontiersman
saw them very plainly. The two races could not pos-
sess the continent together. They must first fight for
the nearer waterways of the West, and after that for
whatever lay next at hand.

It was no small matter, with threat of such things
in the air, that the English chose that day of prepara-
tion for the planting of a new colony, and planted it in
the south between Carolina and the Florida settlements,

—a barrier and a menace both to French and Spaniard.
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It was James Oglethorpe, a soldier, who planned the
new undertaking; and he planned it like a soldier,—
and yet like a man of heart and elevated purpose, too,
for he was a philanthropist and a lover of every service-
able duty, as well as a soldier. He came of that good
stock of country gentlemen which has in every genera-
tion helped so sturdily to carry forward the work of
England, in the field, in Parliament, in administrative
office. e had gone with a commission into the English
army in the late war a mere lad of fourteen (1710); and,
finding himself still unskilled in arms when England
made peace at Utrecht, he had chosen to stay for six
years longer, a volunteer, with the forces of Prince
Eugene in the East. At twenty-two he had come back
to England (1718), to take upon himself the responsi-
bilities which had fallen to him by reason of the death
of his elder brothers; and in 1722 he had entered the
House of Commons, eager as ever to learn his duty
and do it. He kept always a sort of knightly quality,
and the power to plan and hope and push forward that
belongs to youth. He was a Tory, and believed that
the Stuarts should have the throne from which they
had been thrust before he was born; but that did not
make him disloyal. He was an ardent reformer; but
that did not make him visionary, for he was also train-
ed in affairs. His clear—cut features, frank eye, erect
and slender figure bespoke him every inch the high-
bred gentleman and the decisive man of action.

In Parliament he had been made one of a committee
to inspect prisons; and he had been keenly touched
by the miserable plight of the many honest men who,
through mere misfortune, were there languishing in
hopeless imprisonment for debt. He bethought him-
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self of the possibility of giving such men a new chance
of life and the recovery of fortune in America; and
the thought grew into a plan for a new colony. He
knew how the southern coast lay vacant between

WW JAMES OGLETHORPE

Charleston and the Spaniards at St. Augustine. There

were good lands there, no doubt; and his soldier’s eye

showed him, by a mere glance at a map, how fine a

point of vantage it might be made if fortified against

the alien power in Florida. And so he made his plans.

1t should be a military colony, a colony of fortified
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posts; and honest men who had fallen upon poverty
or misfortune at home should have a chance, if they
would work, to profit by the undertaking, though he
should take them from debtors’ prisons. Both King
and Parliament listened very willingly to what he pro-
posed. The King signed a charter, giving the under-
taking into the hands of trustees, who were in effect
to be proprietors (June, 1732); and Parliament voted
ten thousand pounds as its subscription to the enter-
prise; while men of as liberal a spirit as Oglethorpe’s
associated themselves with him to carry the humane
plan out, giving money, counsel, and service without
so much as an expectation of gain to themselves, or
any material return for their outlay. Men had ceased
by that time to dream that colonization would make
those rich who fathered it and paid its first hills. By
the end of October, 1732, the first shipload of settlers
was off for America, Oglethorpe himself at their head;
and by February, 1733, they were already busy build-
ing their first settlement on Yamacraw Bluff, within
the broad stream of the Savannah.

The colony had in its charter been christened Georgia,
in honor of the King, who had so cordially approved
of its foundation; the settlement at Yamacraw, Ogle-
thorpe called by the name of the river itself, Savannah.
His colonists were no mere company of released debt-
ors and shiftless ne’er-do-wells. Men had long ago
learned the folly of that mistake, and Oglethorpe was
too much a man of the world to repeat the failures of
others. Every emigrant had been subjected to a
thorough examination regarding his antecedents, his
honesty, his character for energy and good behavior,
and had been brought because he had been deemed fit.
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Italians skilled in silk culture were introduced into the
colony. Sober German Protestants came from Moravia
and from Salzburg, by Tyrol, and were given their sepa-
rate places of settlement,—as quiet, frugal, industrious,
pious folk as the first pilgrims at Plymouth. Clans-
men from the Scottish Highlands came, and were set
at the extreme south, as an outpost to meet the Span-
iard. Some of the Carolina settlers who would have
liked themselves to have the Highlanders for neighbors
tried to dissuade them from going to the spot selected
for their settlement. They told them that the Span-
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iards were so near at hand that they could shoot them
from the windows of the houses that stood within the
fort. “Why, then, we shall beat them out of their
fort, and shall have houses ready built to live in!”” cried
the men in kilts, very cheerily, and went on to their
settlement.

Fortunately it was seven years before the war with
Spain came which every one had known from the first
to be inevitable; and by that time the little colony was
ready enough. Georgia’s territory stretched upon the
coast from the Savannah to the Altamaha, and from
the coast ran back, west and northwest, to the sources
of those rivers: from their sources due westward “to

n~—3 65



A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

the South Seas.” Savannah was thus planted at
the very borders of South Carolina. New settlers were
placed, as they came, some in Savannah, many by
the upper reaches of the river. The Highlanders had
their post of danger and honor upon the Altamaha;
and before war came new settlers, additional arms

SAVANNAIl IN 1754

and stores, and serviceable fortifications had been
placed at St. Simon’s Island at the mouth of the Alta-
maha. Every settlement was in some sort a fortified
military post. The first settlers had been drilled in
arms by sergeants of the Royal Guards in London
every day between the time of their assembling and
the time of their departure. Arms and ammunition
were as abundant almost as agricultural tools and
food stores in the cargoes carried out. Negro slavery
06
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was forbidden in the colony, because it was no small
part of Oglethorpe’s purpose in founding it to thrust a
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